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A  CITY  OR  HOUSE  DIVIDED  AGAINST  ITSELF. 


"And  every  city  or  house  divided  against  itself,  shall  not  stand."— Matt,  xii:  25. 


My  Brethren  : — You  have  fully  known  my  manner  of 
life — from  my  first  leaving  home,  friends,  family,  and  an 
endeared  Church,  that  I  might  come  among  you — to  this 
present  day.  So  scrupulously  have  I  abstained  from  pol- 
itics here,  that  during  eighteen  years  I  have  exercised  the 
right  of  suffrage  only  twice  ;  once  when  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance was  at  stake  ;  and  once  that  I  might  give  my  vote 
to  a  worthy  man  who  had  publicly  assailed  me  for  my 
religious  opinions.  For  all  who  have  questioned  me  as  to 
parties  and  factions,  my  answer  has  been  this: — I  am  a 
Christian.  What  is  your  name?  /  am  a  Christian. 
What  side  are  you  on  ?  I  am  a  Christian.  Where  is 
your  home  ?  /  am  a  Christian.  What  is  your  occupa- 
tion ?  lam  a  Christian.  What  are  your  aims,  aspirations? 
I  am  a  Christian.  l'-God  fjrbid  that  I  should  glory  save  in 
the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  cruci- 
fied unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world. ' '  Nor  this  morning  am  I 
going  to  depart  from  my  settled  purpose  ;  for  the  matter 
before  us  has  not  to  do  with  partizan  questions,  but  is  of 
profound  national  and  religious  importance. 

In  the  preceding  context  Jesus  speaks  of  the  weakening, 
ruinous  effects  of  civil  war.  "Every  kingdom  divided 
against  itself  is  brought  to  desolation."  And  of  these 
calamities  we  have,  during  the  last  few  years,  been  receiv- 
ing terrible  lessons.  We  had  read  before  of  the  horrors 
of  war.  Alas,  bitter  experience  has  taught  us  now  what 
war  means  ; — the  ravages  of  armies  ;  fields  waving  in  rich 
harvest  swept  over  as  by  fire  ;  the  terror  and  consternation 
impressed  upon  a  quiet  village  by  the  approach  of  hostile 
battalions, — women  and  children,  the  aged  and  infirm 
flying  from  their  homes,  and  those  homes  laid  in  ashes  ; 
the  heaps  of  dead  weltering  in  their  gore,  festering  under 
a  broiling  sun,  and  devoured  by  foul  beasts  and  obscene 


birds  of  prey,  and  the  heaps  of  wounded,  lacerated,  man- 
gled, to  whom  death  would  have  been  a  mercy  ;  multitudes 
forever  unfitted,  by  lives  of  recklessness,  tumult,  and  bloody 
for  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  society ;  the  honest  laborer- 
stripped  of  his  hard-earned  pittance,  and  burdened  with 
taxes,  while  profligate  blood-suckers  and  plunderers  of  the 
public  revenue  batten  in  bloated  affluence  ;  freedom  imper- 
iled by  the  alarming  accumulation  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  and  by  the  creation  of  vast  bodies  of 
men  inured  to  a  wild  unsettled  existence — hardened  by 
familiarity  with  violence  and  rapine — delighting  to  follow 
an  intrepid,  victorious  leader— knowing  no  agency  but 
that  of  physical  force — and  to  whom  the  excitements  of 
the  campaign  and  the  delirious  raptures  of  battle  (ugaudia 
certaminis")  have  become  as  the  breath  of  their  nostrils  ; 

but  I  will  not  dwell  on  this  dismal  picture.      It 

is  enough  to  say,  in  the  language  of  General  Sherman  at 
Atlanta,  that  "War  is  barbarism;"  that  where  invading 
legions  penetrate,  their  course  is  over  blackened  wastes 
and  ruins,  and  the  music  to  which  they  inarch  is  the  cries7 
wails,  shrieks  of  human  wretchedness  ;  that  their  very 
mission  is  to  kill,  devastate,  destroy ;  in  a  word,  that 
amidst  flagrant  hostilities,  there  is,  and  must  be  a  suspen- 
sion of  all  the  rules,  principles,  blessed  influences  which 
the  Gospel  seeks  to  diffuse  over  the  earth. 

These  hideous  phenomena  have  now  disappeared.  God 
has  commanded  the  sword  to  return  to  its  scabbard  ;  there, 
I  hope,  to  rust.  But  Jesus  well  knew  that  the  evils  of 
civil  war  do  not  cease  with  the  war.  He  knew  what  is  in 
man  ;  what  mutual  jealousies,  animosities,  hatreds,  intes- 
tine war  always  entails  upon  a  nation.  Hence  in  the  text, 
he  warns  us  of  the  pernicious  consequences  of  social  and 
domestic  dissensions  : — -"And  every  city  or  house  divided 
against  itself  shall  not  stand/'  It  is  upon  this  topic  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words.  Honor  me  with  a  fair  and  can- 
did hearing. 

Of  the  malignity  of  those  passions  which  spring  from 
civil  war,  as  from  a  prolific  and  poisoned  root,  I  need 
not  speak  in  general  terms.  You  are  only  too  mourn- 
fully  familiar    with    them.       You    know    too    well    how 


they  so  blind  and  distort  men's  minds,  that  they  can  judge 
impartially  of  nothing, — neither  of  persons  nor  actions  ; 
how  the  very  language  of  a  people  is  perverted,  and  truth, 
honor,  friendship,  integrity,  patriotism,  religion,  borrow- 
new  meanings  from  party  zeal  and  rancor  ;  how,  stirred 
and  agitated  as  if  by  infernal  fires,  society  casts  to  the 
surface  its  most  dangerous  elements, — bad  men  and  fanat- 
ics who,  sometimes  under  the  pretense  of  loyalty,  some- 
times under  the  garb  of  religion,  seek  to  persecute  all  who 
will  not  run  to  the  same  excess  of  bitterness  with  them- 
selves ;  how,  even  in  woman,  the  voice  of  peace,  love, 
charity  is  silenced,  and  noise,  clamor,  evil  speaking,  and 
malice,  riot  on  every  hand;  how  their  leaders  shrink  from 
addressing  the  reason  of  the  multitude,  and  prefer  to  fol- 
low their  prejudices  and  passions ;  and  how  the  press  and 
the  pulpit  become  vitiated,  and  pander  to  the  depraved 
public  appetite  for  sensation  and  mischief. 

All  wars  are  fruitful  in  this  pernicious  husbandry  ;  es- 
pecially those  waged  between  nations  which  are  contiguous, 
as  were  England  and  Scotland  before  their  union.  But 
this  harvest  comes  to  its  baleful  perfection  only  after  such 
convulsions  as  those  which  have  been  shaking  this  land  like 
an  earthquake.  As  the  glowing  floods  from  the  bosom  of 
a  volcano  are  said  to  impart  wonderful  fertility  to  the  soil, 
so  the  lava  passions  which  during  a  civil  war  inundate  the 
land  and  burn  like  a  conflagration,  quicken  into  a  rank 
and  rapid  vegetation  all  the  worst  corruptions  of  our  na- 
ture. 

With  reference  to  the  evils  to  be  dreaded  from  these  fra- 
ternal hostilities  which  for  the  past  four  years  have  been 
raging  over  this  country,  there  are  two  truths  which  must 
fill  a  thoughtful  mind  with  concern  and  alarm.  The  first 
is,  the  character  of  the  people  who  have  been  arrayed 
against  each  other,  and  among  whom  war  has  not  been 
"a.  game  at  which  kings  have  played,"  but  a  conflict  into 
which  every  man  and  woman  has  entered,  heart  and  soul. 

Never  was  there  upon  the  earth  a  population  so  restless, 
active,  and  enterprising.  It  is  not  merely  that  the  country 
is  in  the  prime  and  flush  of  its  youth  ;  there  seem  to  enter 
into  its  very  constitution  a  boldness,  a  daring  spirit  of  ad- 


venture,  a  thirst  for  stimulating  competitions,  an  intelli- 
gence, an  energy,  an  enthusiasm,  the  vigor  and  elasticity 
of  which  have  risen  with  a  rebound  under  the  severest  pres- 
sure, and  which  have  illustrated  this  protracted  struggle 
by  a  valor,  a  self  immolation,  a  wealth  of  resource,  a  prod- 
igal lavishment  of  blood  and  treasure,  a  chivalrous  heroism, 
such  as  the  world  had  never  witnessed. 

Now,  for  the  mariner  who  has  been  tossed  day  and  night 
for  weeks  upon  an  ocean  lashed  by  the  fury  of  tropical  hur- 
ricanes to  expect  the  surges  at  once  to  subside,  when  the 
storm  abates,  would  not  be  half  so  unreasonable  as  for  us 
to  hope  that  all  these  characteristic  impulses  and  passions 
will  be  arrested  by  the  cessation  of  actual  hostilities* — 
The  tendency  may  be  to  repose  ;  but  unless  Jesus  himself 
shall  say,  "Peace  be  still,"  and  the  benignant  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  be  breathed  into  men's  souls,  our  community  will 
continue  to  be  pervaded  and  disturbed  by  private  animosi- 
ties, by  personal  hatreds,  by  an  inflamed  party  rancor  ut- 
terly unscrupulous  in  sacrificing  the  tranquillity  and  hap- 
piness of  society  for  the  gratification  of  its  ambition  or 
resentments,  by  dark  baleful  feuds  between  neighbors  and 
members  of  the  same  family,  exasperated  by  mutual  inju- 
ries and  insults,  rejoicing  in  each  other'3  humiliation, 
burning  for  each  other's  ruin. 

The  other  truth  is,  that  we  have  a  common  language. 
When  a  contest  between  two  nations  separated  by  interve- 
ning countries  has  been  terminated,  little  remains  to  keep 
alive  bitter  and  malignant  feelings.  Even  between  coun- 
tries which  are  conterminous,  if  they  speak  different  lan- 
guages, there  can  be  no  general  and  intimate  interchange 
of  thoughts  and  feelings,  because  their  respective  popula- 
tions do  not  understand  each  other.  Although  they  touch, 
there  is  no  real  contact  between  them.  Collect  a  number 
of  persons  under  the  same  roof,  or  in  the  same  assembly  ; 
if  they  express  themselves  in  various  dialects,  they  are 
still  strangers  with  a  whole  hemisphere  keej)ing  them 
apart.  They  cannot  co-operate  for  good.  Hence  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  that  the  converts  from  various  parts  of 
the  earth,  might  combine  together  in  the  work  of  the 
Gospel,  this  barrier  was  removed  by  a  miracle.     And  they 


are  equally  restrained  from  any  conspiracy  for  evil.  They 
cannot  give  vent  to  sentiments  of  malice,  hatred,  ridi- 
cule, or  revenge. 

A  common  language  enables  these  United  States,  and 
the  citizens  of  these  States,  to  act  upon  one  another  direct- 
ly, and  with  the  most  unremitting  and  mischievous  power. 
This  nation  has  never  "been  involved  in  war,  it  has  been 
entangled  in  only  a  few  unpleasant  complications,  with 
any  of  the  empires  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  because, 
however  arrogant  may  have  been  their  tone  and  bearing — 
they  express  themselves  in  tongues  unknown  to  the  masses 
here.  Their  insults  are,  therefore,  comparatively  harmless. 
It  has  been  just  the  reverse  with  England.  We  have 
already  been  engaged  in  two  wars  with  her,  and  are  now, 
I  fear,  drifting  into  a  third.  And  the  reason  is,  that  not 
a  taunt  can  be  uttered  there,  not  a  term  of  reproach,  scorn, 
defiance, — in  Parliament, — in  the  Cabinet, — at  a  public 
meeting, — in  a  parlor,  which  does  not  reach  the  general 
ear  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  kindle  the  indignation 
of  every  sequestered  village  and  hamlet.  And  if  this  be 
true  as  to  Great  Britain,  with  a  whole  ocean  rolling  be- 
tween us,  need  I  tell  you  what  will  be  the  growing  alien- 
ations and  exasperations  in  communities,  the  members  of 
which  are  closely  bound  together,  are  meeting  each  other 
every  day,  and  where  a  mercenary  press,  and  the  virulence  of 
political  factions,  of  personal  hatred  and  vindictiveness  are 
constantly  inflaming  the  worst  passions  by  torrents  of 
calumny  and  misrepresentations,  by  stinging  insinuations 
and  invectives. 

Enter,  my  brethren,  into  these  truths.  And  now,  think 
what  must  be  the  results,  if  this  deplorable  state  of  things 
continues,  if  these  criminations  and  recriminations,  this 
interchange  of  resentment  and  abuse  go  on  estranging  and 
exacerbating  those  who  live  in  the  same  city,  in  the  same 
street,  in  the  same  house.  The  consequences  are  as  inevit- 
able as  they  will  be  disastrous. 

Party  spirit — the  most  ferocious  and  relentless  of  all 
vices — will  be  wrought  up  to  madness.  We  shall  walk 
every  day  over  hidden  fires  ;  and  every  election  will  be  an 
outburst  of  pent  up  rage  and  fury, — the  explosion   of  a 
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concealed  mine  loaded  with  the  most  destructive  mate- 
rials. 

The  moral  sentiment  of  the  community  will  be  impaired 
and  debauched.  Truth,  reason,  candor  will  be  driven  out 
of  the  land  by  a  vitiated  taste  ;  the  very  ideas  of  right  and 
wrong  will  be  weakened  and  well  nigh  abolished  ;  a  false 
meretricious  standard  of  honor  and  dishonor  will  be  erect- 
ed ;  men  will  no  longer  be  deterred  by  shame,  nor  impelled 
by  a  proper  love  of  praise ;  rewards  and  reproaches  will 
be  distributed  so  unjustly,  that  the  worthiest  citizens  will 
be  proscribed,  and  the  vilest  men  will  be  exalted  ;  virtue 
will  be  no  longer  the  end,  but  the  means ;  it  will  be  no 
more  charity  but  party  zeal  which  will  "cover  the  multi- 
tude of  sins."  This  corruption  of  the  public  manners 
may  begin  in  obscure  and  insignificant  quarters  ;  but  it 
will  soon  infect  the  whole  body  politic.  The  blood  can 
diffuse  life  and  health,  only  when  it  circulates  freely 
through  all  the  vessels.  Disease  commences  insidiously 
in  the  obstructions  of  the  minuter  veins  and  channels. 
But  soon  the  arteries  and  the  heart  feel  the  disorder,  and 
coldness,  feebleness,  death   spread  over  the  entire  system. 

I  will  only  add,  that  the  fatal  seeds  of  prejudice  and 
passion  which  are  sown  broad-cast  by  civil  war  send  their 
venomous  roots  in  every  direction,  into  the  very  sanctuary 
of  God,  and  into  the  shrines  of  domestic  peace  and 
happiness. 

The  meekness,  the  forbearance,  the  gentleness,  all  the 
sweet  charities  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  are  supplanted  by 
envy,  hatred,  malice.  Ministers  no  longer  preach  Christ 
crucified  ;  they  proclaim  the  dogmas,  fulminate  the  anath- 
emas of  a  rabid,  partizan  intolerance.  And  churches  and 
ecclesiastical  conclaves  become  political  inquisitors  ;  usurp 
the  power  which  God  has  committed  to  the  civil  magistrate 
"for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  for  the  praise  of 
them  that  do  well;"  and  thus,  instead  of  seeking  the 
peace  of  Jerusalem,  they  fill  her  courts  with  strife,  and 
cause  all  her  pleasant  places  to  mourn  and  be  in  bitterness. 

Nor  are  the  sanctities  of  the  domestic  hearth  safe  from 
the  unhallowed  incursion  of  these  truculentpassions.  There, 
not  Jesus,  but  the  Devil  "sends  a  sword"   which  severs 


the  most  sacred  bonds  ;  setting  the  father  against  the  son, 
and  the  son  against  the  father  ;  the  mother  against  the 
daughter,  and  the  daughter  against  the  mother  ;  the  hus- 
band against  the  wife,  and  the  wife  against  the  husband  ; 
so  that  a  man's  worst  enemies  are  those  of  his  own  house- 
hold. 

My  friends,  I  have  not  spoken  too  strongly.  No  lan- 
guage can  exaggerate  the  evils  which  civil  war  leaves 
behind  it,  thickly  lodged  in  the  very  heart  of  society? 
interwoven  with  all  its  fibres,  and  endowed  with  the  most 
subtile  and  terrible  power  of  self-propagation.  Alas,  we 
all  see  how  this  community  is  now  demoralized  by  these 
pestilent  aftergrowths.  From  my  inmost  soul  I  mourn 
over  their  influence  in  this  church  and  congregation.  At 
the  North,  and  at  the  South,  their  developments  are  so 
portentous,  that  there  is  now  before  our  Government  one  sol- 
emn alternative,  and  only  one.  Either  those  indignities 
and  humiliations  which  the  fanatical  passions  of  the  hour 
would  heap  upon  a  brave  people  because  they  are  now  help- 
less must  be  arrested  ;  or  the  States  lately  in  rebellion  must, 
at  a  vast  expense,  be  held  under  military  despotism,  as 
subjugated  provinces, — filled  with  curses  c(not  loud  but 
deep"  (deeper  because  not  loud)  against  their  rulers, — 
every  now  and  then  blazing  up  into  desperate  revolt, — 
and  peopled  by  two  races  bent  upon  each  other's  extermi- 
nation. I  now  proceed  to  my  remaining  topic : — The  hope 
and  salvation  of  a  country  thus  rent  by  social  and  domestic 
dissensions. 

Unquestionably,  something  may  be  done  by  a  wise,  firm, 
yet  kind  administration  of  the  Government.  Let  us  not 
be  ingenious  to  deceive  ourselves.  Superficial  enthu- 
siasts, office  seekers,  and  sycophants  may  say  what 
they  will,  may  ucry  Peace,  Peace,  when  there  is  no 
peace,"  but  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  the  heart, — the 
real,  representative  heart  of  the  South  is  not  loyal  to  the 
General  Government,  neither  indeed  can  be  until  it  is 
changed.  Look  at  plain  facts.  These  people  have  been 
fighting  for  what  they  believed  to  be  their  inalienable 
rights ;  and  they  have  poured  out  their  riches  like  dirt, 
and  their  blood  like  water.     They  are  conquered ;  but  does 
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this  change  their  sentiments  and  feelings?  Force  has 
heen  often  tried  in  religion.  It  has  filled  churches  with 
hypocrites  ;  hut  it  has  never  made  a  single  convert.  We 
know  that  punishment  always  renders  criminals  more 
hardened  and  desperate  ;  what,  then,  will  be  the  effect  of 
harshness  and  oppression  upon  those  whose  deep,  I  had 
almost  said  whose  religious  conviction  is,  that  they  suffer 
for  truth  and  freedom  ? 

If  we  love  our  country,  our  whole  country,  let  us  pray 
to  God  that  our  rulers  may  be  endowed  with  that  "wis- 
dom which  is  from  above,"  which  "is  first  pure,  then 
peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and 
good  fruits  ;"  with  a  wisdom  which  may  rightly  solve  the 
problems  of  the  present  crisis, ■ — problems  compared  with 
which,  the  setting  of  squadrons  and  fighting  of  battles  are 
easy  and  common  achievements.  To  this  arduous  task 
Mr.  Lincoln  brought  a  most  kind  and  magnanimons  dis- 
position. His  blood,  shed  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin, 
fell  upon  the  altar  which  he  was  building  to  generosity,  to 
liberty,  to  conciliation.  And  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  our  present  Chief  Magistrate  will  consummate 
these  humane  and  patriotic  intentions.  Even  while  we 
were  mourning  for  our  murdered  President,  and  when  the 
whole  people  ought  to  have  been  bowed  in  sackcloth  for 
our  sins,  men  were  heard,  on  every  hand,  insulting  alike 
his  memory,  and  the  character  of  his  successor,  and  every 
attribute  of  the  Deity,  by  their  construction  of  the  horri- 
ble tragedy  at  Washington.  Impiously  making  God  an 
accessory  to  their  malignant  passions,  these  ill-omened  har- 
bingers proclaimed  that  he  had  removed  an  amiable  man, 
because  he  had  purposes  of  wrath,  and  needed  an  instru- 
ment more  fitted  for  the  work  of  vengeance.  I  shudder  at 
the  thought  of  thus  profanely  scrutinizing  the  designs  of 
the  Almighty  in  permitting  that  appalling  catastrophe. 
But  if  I  might  dare  to  speak,  I,  too,  could  be  a  prophet ; 
I,  too,  could  have  my  interpretation  of  that  mysterious 
visitation.  And  in  it,  as  in  all  the  dispensations  of  Prov- 
idence, I  would  discern  not  a  cruel  God,  I  would  see,  I 
would  adore  divine  wisdom  and  mercy.  The  exigencies  of 
the  present  emergency  can  be  fully  comprehended  only  by 
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a  Southern  man.  And  neither  blinded  by  fanticism,  nor 
tramelled  by  pledges,  nor  made  of  that  sort  of  stuff  which 
can  be  intimidated  and  bayoneted  into  compliance  by 
party  pressure,  Mr.  Johnson  can,  and  I  am  confident  will 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  nation  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  country  ;  protecting  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
States,' and  the  rights,  liberties,  interests  of  every,  even  of 
the  humblest  citizen.* 

But,  after  all,  how  little  can  mere  human  wisdom  do  for 
this  convulsed  and  agitated  land  ;  nor  have  I  any  hope  for 
our  beloved  country  except  as  the  principles  of  the  religion 
of  Jesus  shall  become  the  controlling  element  in  the  con- 
duct of  our  rulers.  No  Government  can  be  either  perma- 
nent or  beneficial,  while  the  people  and  those  in  authority 
over  them  are  living  in  rebellion  against  the  Moral  Gov- 
ernor of  the  universe.  The  whole  power  of  the  best  ju- 
risprudence is  impotent  to  repress  a  single  movement  of 
human  depravity.  Its  virtue  will  be  wasted  on  the  sur- 
face. It  can  never  penetrate  the  recesses  of  the  soul,  and 
dry  up  the  fountains  of  evil  there,  and  create  confidence 
and  love  and  true  loyalty  in  the  millions  of  hearts 
which  have  been  alienated.  They  are  the  friends  neither 
of  the  South  nor  of  the  North  who,  at  a  period  like  the 
present,  counsel  sternness  and  tyranny.  Such  measures 
can  produce  only  "forced  hallelujahs,"  sullen  submission 
to  a  hated  yoke  ;  and  these  are  not  what  the  crisis  de- 
mands. 

"Non  tali  auxilio,  nee  defensoribus  istis, 
Tempus  eget. " 

It  is  the  Gospel,  my  brethren,  which  is  the  hope  of  our 
land.  It  is  only  through  the  influence  of  the  religion  of 
Jesus  that  wars  can  cease,  and  all  those  lusts  from  which 
wars  come,  and  which  are  so  fed  and  invigorated  by  war 
that  they  survive  the  shock  of  arms,  and  cling  like  a  curse 
to  a  nation,  long  after  armies  have  been  disbanded  and  the 
noise  of  battle  has  passed  away. 

I  know,  alas,  that  when  I  say  this,  the  infidel  and  the 
scoffer  will  be  ready  with  an  answer  which  causes  me  to 

*Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  says  that,  "from  1861  to  1864,"  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
his  Government  did  not  "accomplish  one  step  unmoved,"  that  they  had 
to  be  "bayonetted  up"  to  every  thing  they  did, 
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blush  and  hang  my  head  in  shame.  They  will  remind  me 
that  some  of  the  blackest  pages  of  human  history  are  the 
records  of  those  fierce  wars  which  have  desolated  the 
earth  in  the  name  of  religion.  I  open  these  sacred  pages, 
and  I  hear  angels  announcing  "Peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  among  men,"  when  the  adorable  Redeemer  entered 
upon  his  mission  of  love.  In  that  Redeemer  I  behold  the 
incarnation  of  love.  His  sermons  were  the  accents  Of  love. 
His  exhortations  were  the  beseechings  of  love.  His  mir- 
acles were  the  interpositions  of  love.  His  tears  were  the 
sobbings  and  gushings  of  love.  His  death  was  the  con- 
summation, the  glorification  of  love. 

I  close  this  volume  and  turn  to  the  annals  of  the  church 
so  miscalled,  and  what  do  I  find?  I  see  the  earth  smoking 
with  blood  shed  by  the  professed  disciples  of  that  Redeem- 
er ;  the  legacy  of  peace  which  he  bequeathed  to  mankind, 
converted  into  a  "roll  written  within  and  without  with 
mourning,  lamentation,  and  woe;"  his  representatives 
carrying  fire  and  sword  over  the  fairest  portions  of  that 
world  which  he  died  to  reclaim  to  charity  and  philan- 
thropy ;  and  the  cross  on  which  he  expired  exclaiming, 
"Father  forgive  them,"  no  longer  lifted  up  as  an  ensign 
to  gather  the  nations  in  sympathy  and  affection,  but  flam- 
ing as  a  banner  to  marshal  hostile  armies,  to  madden 
hordes  of  ruffians  with  phrenzy  and  hatred,  to  precipitate 
them  upon  the  work  of  slaughter,  havoc,  extermination, 
to  mingle  every  rank,  age,  sex,  in  promiscuous  massacre 
and  carnage. 

But  let  not  the  infidel  and  the  scoffer  triumph.  The  re- 
ligion of  Jesus  detests  these  deeds  of  darkness  and  crime. 
Jesus  came  to  make  peace  upon  the  earth,  to  teach  men 
that  they  are  brothers,  to  recapitulate  the  whole  human 
family  under  their  common  Father.  And  wherever  the 
spirit  of  his  Gospel  is  disseminated,  there  war  and  all  its 
blighting  passions  will  give  way  to  the  soft  but  resistless 
triumphs  of  celestial  grace  and  love. 

John  the  Baptist  first  began  to  preach  "the  kingdom  of 
heaven,"  the  reign  of  Messiah  among  men  ;  and  how  very 
profoundly  interesting  to  us,  at  this  hour,  is  the  language 
of  Malachi  as  to   the   effects   of  his   ministry.     "He  shall 


turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and 
the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  fathers ;  lest  I  come 
and  smite  the  earth  with  a  curse."  It  is  here  pre- 
dicted that,  before  the  appearance  of  the  Herald,  Judea 
should  be  rent  and  torn  by  domestic  animosities  ;  and  this 
prophecy  was  strikingly  fulfilled.  After  a  sanguinary 
conflict,  the  Jews  were  subjugated  by  the  Romans. — 
While  some  of  the  vanquished  accepted  offices  of  profit 
from  their  haughty  victors,  and  some  enlisted  under  the 
imperial  eagles,  others  clung  to  their  old  hereditary  pride 
and  prejudices.  Perhaps  there  never  glowed  in  the  hu- 
man bosom  such  hatred  as  the  Hebrews  felt  for  their  des- 
pised pagan  conquerors  ;  they,  therefore,  scorned  those  of 
their  sons  and  brethren  who,  through  policy,  or  for  filthy 
lucre,  consented  to  any  alliance  with  them.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  children  were  against  parents,  and  pa- 
rents against  children.  These  family  feuds  were  so 
criminal  in  the  sight  of  God,  that  he  threatened  fresh  curses 
upon  the  people,  if  they  jjersisted  in  them.  But  it  is 
promised  that  John's  ministry  should  allay  these  asper- 
ities. He  was  to  be  the  Apostle  of  repentance ;  and 
true  repentance  will  subdue  every  vindictive  feeling.  He 
cried,  "Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  !" — pointing  to  that 
atonement,  the  magic  power  of  which  disarms  every  un- 
hallowed passion,  and  to  that  perfect  pattern  of  meekness, 
patience,  gentleness,  which  is  to  absorb  the  admiration  of 
the  christian,  and  to  be  the  model  for  his  character  and 
life. 

Here,  then,  in  its  twilight,  the  Gospel  was  to  put  forth 
a  benovelent  potency  in  removing  the  very  acrimonies  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  and  to  bring  the  world  to  the  obe- 
dience of  the  law  of  love.  Hence,  after  quoting  the  pre- 
diction of  Malachi,  Luke  adds,  "and  to  turn  the  disobe- 
dient to  the  wisdom  of  the  just,  to  make  ready  a  people 
prepared  for  the  Lord."  '  Nor  can  we  take  the  most  super- 
ficial glance  at  the  spirit  and  tendency  of  the  Christian 
system  without  perceiving  that  it  is  the  antidote  to  all 
"hatred,  variance,  emulation,  wrath,  and  strife." 

In  the  first  place,  the  Gospel  descends  to  the  heart,  to 
that  deep  and  desperate  depravity  from  which   war  and 
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all  its  curses  flow,  as  from  a  perennial  fountain.  Philoso- 
phers, statesmen,  reformers  overlook  this  lodged,  rooted, 
moral  disease  ;  and,  therefore,  all  their  theories — whether 
based  upon  good  government — or  education — or  commer- 
cial intercourse— have  proved,  and  will  prove  to  be  only 
abortions.  The  remedy  is  good  and  ought  to  effect  a  cure  • 
but  the  system  is  so  disordered  that  its  efficacy  is  utterly 
defeated.  The  machinery  is  complete ;  but  the  springs 
have  no  elasticity,  the  wheels  will  not  revolve.  "What, 
the  law  could  not  do  because  it  was  weak  through  the 
flesh,  God  has  done  by  the  mission  of  his  Son."  In 
this  passage  it  is  affirmed  that  the  degeneracy  of  our 
nature  renders  impotent  the  lessons  and  enforcements 
even  of  God's  perfect  law ;  what  a  mockery,  then, 
must  be  all  the  appliances  of  human  wisdom  which  do 
not  recognize  and  correct  something  radically  wrong  in 
humanity.  The  Gospel  deals  directly  with  this  inherent 
depravity.  It  carries  its  searching,  sanctifying  energy  to 
the  very  source  and  origin  of  the  baneful  disorder.  God 
declares  that  war  and  its  pernicious  passions  shall  cease 
to  afflict  the  world,  only  as  Messiah's  kingdom  shall  pre- 
vail. "They  shall  beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares, 
and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks.  Nation  shall  not 
lift  up  the  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn 
war  any  more."  "They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all 
my  holy  mountain  ;  for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.  And 
in  that  day  there  shall  be  a  root  of  Jesse  which  shall  stand 
for  an  ensign  of  the  people  ;  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles  seek, 
and  his  rest  shall  be  glorious.  The  jealousy  also  of 
Ephraim  shall  depart,  and  the  enmity  of  Judah  shall  be 
no  more.  Ephraim  shall  not  envy  Judah,  and  Judah 
shall  not  vex  Ephraim.  He  greaves  of  the  armed  war- 
rior in  the  conflict,  and  the  garments  rolled  in  much  blood, 
shall  be  a  burning,  even  fuel  for  the  fire.  For  unto  us  a 
child  is  born,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given  and  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  upon  his  shoulder,  and  his  name  shall  be 
called  The  Prince  of  Peace: "  Such  are  some  of  the  mag- 
nificent promises  of  Revelation  ;  and  Reason  and  Facts 
are  in  unison  with  Revelation. 
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I  say  Reason  ;  for  men  are  alienated  from  each  other, 
because  they  are  estranged  from  God.  Coming  from  the 
hands  of  the  Essential  Love  and  Goodness  ;  not  created 
separately,  but  "made  of  one  blood,"  and  deriving  their 
being  from  a  common  parentage  ;  it  would  seem  that  men 
must  cherish  an  instinctive  affection  for  each  other,  must 
be  bound  together  by  benevolent  sympathies,  must  feel  a 
delightful  complacency  in  each  other's  happiness,  and 
abhor  the  very  thought  of  inflicting  misery  upon  each 
other.  In  the  contrast  to  all  this  exhibited  by  the  present 
condition  of  our  race,  we  have  a  phenomenon  so  inexpress- 
ibly dreadful  that  it  defies  all  our  attempts  to  explain  it, 
or  to  reconcile  it  with  the  goodness  of  an  Almighty  Moral 
Ruler.  It  can  be  referred  only  to  that  primal  mysterious 
catastrophe  to  which  the  Scriptures  ascribe  all  the  wretched 
disorders  of  the  world.  Foolish  men  cavil  and  object  when 
we  speak  of  The  Fall.  But  call  it  what  you  will,  here 
surely  is  a  terrible  fall ;  a  frightful  degradation  ;  a  fall 
from  God,  from  our  original  glory,  and  into  a  black  abyss 
of  sin  and  corruption,  so  that  "violence  covers  the  earth" 
which  was  formed  to  be  the  abode  of  peace  and  love. 

The  word  Religion  (Ee-ligio)  means  a  binding  us  back 
to  God,  and  thus  to  one  another  ;  and  in  every  genuine 
revival  of  religion,  one  of  the  first  fruits  is  the  restoration 
of  these  severed  bonds.  In  families,  in  communities,  those 
who  had  been  long  embittered  are  then  seen  to  embrace 
each  other.  And  thus  it  will  be  over  the  entire  world,  as 
the  celestial  influence  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  shall  be  dif- 
fused. It  must  be  so  ;  for  the  Gospel  changes  our  nature  ; 
quells  the  selfishness,  the  pride,  the  ambition,  the  lust  of 
wealth  and  power,  all  the  baleful  passions  in  which  war 
commences,  and  by  which  its  evils  are  perpetuated.  The 
doctrines,  precepts,  examples,  spirit  of  the  Gospel, — above 
all,  its  great  central  truth  embodied  in  a  Crucified  Redeem- 
er, are  fraught  with  love,  kindness,  mutual  forbearance, 
forgiveness,  tenderness ;  they  must,  therefore,  produce 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  among  men.  Where  Jesus 
is  truly  received,  there  can  be  no  hostile  rivalries,  no  cruel- 
ties, no  injustice,  no  restless  alienations,  no  jealousies,  no 
hatreds.     Nor,  in  the  heavenly  light  of  his  teachings  and 
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example,  can  our  minds  be  blunted  to  the  hideous  evils  of 
war  by  the  pomp,  the  parade,  the  decorations  in  which  it 
dresses  itself  to  impose  upon  our  senses ;  nor  can  our 
imaginations  be  dazzled  by  the  false  and  pernicious  splendor 
with  which  poets  and  orators  have  invested  it.  We  shall 
learn  that  true  greatness, — the  heroism  of  the  humblest 
Christian  who  lives,  suffers,  dies  for  truth — as  far  tran- 
scends the  renown  of  the  warrior,  as  the  heavens  are  high 
above  the  earth.  We  will  feel  that  man's  true  glory  is  in  * 
religion,  in  virtue,  in  moral  courage,  in  the  subjection  of 
his  desires  to  the  will  of  God,  in  energy  of  principle,  in 
jnward  triumph  over  passion  and  prejudice,  in  humility, 
in  patience,  in  doing  good,  in  forgiving  injuries,  in  serving 
God,  in  imitating  Jesus,  in  becoming  the  friend  and  bene- 
factor of  the  poor,  the  wronged,  the  weak,  the  suffering, 
the  oppressed. 

I  was  right,  then,  when  I  affirmed  that  Eevelation  and 
Eeason  give  one  testimony  as  to  the  peaceful  tendency  of 
the  Gospel.  And  had  I  time,  I  could  easily  show  that 
Facts  are  in  harmony  with  Reason  and  Revelation.  Do 
not  think  to  refute  this  assertion  by  a  recital  of  the  wars 
which  have  been  waged  between  Christian  nations,  or  of 
the  hostilities  which  have  lately  raged  in  this  land.  To 
such  an  objection  I  might  reply,  that,  compared  with  the 
atrocities  of  ancient  warfare,  and  with  the  ferocity  which  now 
consigns  to  torture  and  slavery  and  the  most  horrid  death 
the  wretched  victims  of  barbarian  triumph, — even  the 
evils  portrayed  in  the  first  part  of  this  discourse  are  a  sort 
of  mercy. 

But  this  is  not  my  answer.  What  I  affirm  is,  that  if 
nations  still  learn  war  and  lift  up  the  sword  against 
nations,  it  is  because  they  have  only  the  form  of  godliness 
while  they  deny  its  power  ;  and  because  those  among  their 
people  who  are  truly  Christ's  violate  their  solemn  vows 
and  obligations.  No  nation  has  ever  yet  been  brought 
under  the  vital  influence  of  the  religion  of  Jesus.  But  a 
nation  is  only  an  aggregate  of  individuals.  And  wherever 
an  individual  has  been  truly  regenerated,  and  lives  under 
the  power  of  the  Gospel,  there  you  will  find  a  mind,  a 
conscience,  a  heart  which  revolt  from  war  as  a  horrible 
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thing  ;  there  you  have  a  man  who  detests  war  as  war  ;  who 
will  suffer  imprisonment,  poverty,  the  most  shocking  death, 
rather  than  engage  in  a  war  of  conquest  or  amhition  ;  and 
who,  in  a  war  for  freedom  or  self-defence  (and  such  wars  I 
admit  are  justifiable)  will  seek  to  mitigate  human  misery, 
and  will  long  and  pray  for  peace  as  an  inestimable  bless- 
ing. 

But  it  is  time  for  me  to  bring  these  remarks  to  a  close. 
My  beloved  hearers,  though  in  great  weakness,  yet  out  of 
a  full  heart  I  have  addressed  you  to-day  ;  and  I  beseech 
you  to  ponder  these  truths  1o  which  you  have  listened, 
whether  they  please  you  or  not, 

I  am  aware  that  some  of  you  will  regard  all  I  have 
been  saying  as  the  idle  reverie  of  an  enthusiast.  To  hope 
that  the  South  and  the  North  can  ever  be  reconciled  is, 
you  tell  me,  the  chimera  of  a  mere  dreamer,  a  romantic 
visionary.  A  dreamer  !  a  visionary  !  So,  then,  with  all 
your  professions,  you  are,  it  seems,  infidels  at  heart.  Is 
not  the  Gospel  "the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of 
God;" — wisdom  where  all  human  expedients  are  foolish- 
ness ; — power  over  the  powerful,  power  where  all  else  is 
powerless  ?  When  some  one  opposed  the  cause  of  missions, 
scouting  the  idea  that  preaching  could  be  any  match  for 
the  hardness  and  corruption  of  the  heathen,  Mr.  Newton 
replied — "Sir,  that  which  could  convert  me,  can  convert 
anybody."  And  this  is  what  I  now  say.  That  Gospel 
which  could  change  me,  which  could  change  you,  can 
change  any  body.  If  it  can  bring  the  carnal  heart,  which 
il  is  enmity  itself  against  God,"  to  love  God,  to  delight  in 
him, — 0,  never  tell  me  there  is  any  thing  too  hard  for  it ; 
never  bid  me  despair  that  I  shall  yet  close  my  dying  eyes 
upon  a  nation  re-united,  upon  States  dwelling  together  in 
harmony,  and,  under  new  auspices,  with  God's  selectest 
blessing,  setting  out  afresh  to  fulfil  their  high,  glorious, 
and  common  destiny. 

After  all,  however  it  is  not  so  much  of  the  hatreds  be- 
tween the  South  and  the  North  that  I  have  spoken,  as  of 
the  unhallowed  passions  which  have  so  long  been  marring 
the  kindly  charities  of  our  social  and  domestic  intercourse. 
Are  these  too  strong  for  the  Gospel  ?  Let  me  hope,  now, 
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when  peace  has  coine,  that  the  spirit  of  peace  will  also 
come.  At  Talavera,  after  a  clay  of  furious  conflict,  the 
French  and  English  soldiers  stacked  their  arms,  and,  re- 
pairing to  a  stream  which  flowed  between  them,  they  passed 
their  cups  freely  from  one  to  another,  with  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  exhausted  nature.  Is  there  not  "a  foun- 
tain open  for  sin  and  all  corruption"  to  which,  laying  aside 
our  animosities,  we  will  come  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  and  open 
our  hearts  to  better  thoughts,  to  those  sentiments  which  con- 
scious weakness  and.  misery*  ought  to  awaken  in  our 
bosoms  ? 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  revo- 
lution attempted  by  our  Southern  brethren,  all  must  allow 
this  plea, — that  they  believed  they  were  battling  for  their 
rights,  for  rights  which  were  claimed  by  our  forefathers 
when  they  threw  off  their  allegiance  to  England.  But  there 
can  be  no  excuse  for  us,  if  we  now  foster  these  antipathies 
and  resentments. 

No  matter  how  devoted  had  been  our  attachment  to  our 
whole  country,  (in  me,  love  for  that  country  was  one  of  the 
strongest  instincts  of  my  earliest  childhood,  and  it  grew 
with  my  growth,  and  strengthened  with  my  strength)  yet, 
before  this  unnatural  struggle  had  been  fully  inaugurated, 
some  of  us  saw  enough  at  the  North,  and  at  the  South,  to  lead 
us  to  believe  that  all  our  cherished  hopes  for  the  perpetuity 
of  the  Union  were  doomed  ; — that  the  time  had  come  when 
God  meant  to  make  of  one  people  two  nations,  who  should 
dwell  side  by  side  in  comity  and  alliance.  We  now  know  that 
we  were  mistaken.  The  dreadful  arbitrament  of  battle  has 
decided  this  great  question.  We  stand  to-day  in  the  pres- 
ence of  facts  which  must  be  accepted  as  the  decree  of 
Heaven.  And,  now,  if  we  love  the  South,  let  us  seek 
"the  things  that  make  for  peace."  The  Southern  States 
need  repose.  If  honorable  terms  of  reunion  are  proffered 
them,  old  memories  will  be  freshened,  and  they  will  be  won 
back  to  their  loyalty.  Let  no  one  of  us  by  our  conduct  or 
language,  cause  suspicion  to  rest  upon  their  sincerity,  and 
thus  arm  their  enemies  with  pretexts  for  stripping  them  of 
all  their  rights,  and  for  keeping  them  under  military  subjec- 
tion.    Eest  assured,  the  South  craves,  at  this  hour,  not  our 
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bad  passions,  but  our  generous  sympathies,  our  fervent  pray- 
ers, our  firm  and  wise  mediation.* 

Let  all  who  truly  love  the  Union  now  bury  past  dissen- 
sions in  oblivion.  Recollect  that  schemes  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  that  Union  have  been  cherished  and  may  again  be 
cherished  in  other  quarters  besides  the  South.  Nor  is  there 
any  security  for  it,  but  in  the  suppression  of  those  selfish 
and  malignant  feelings  which  subvert  all  true  love  for  our 
institutions,  and  in  opening  our  hearts  to  that  true  patri- 
otism which,  loving  our  country,  embraces  all  who  will  be 
the  friends  of  that  country. 

Lastly,  we  are  Christians  ;  and  as  such,  especially  in 
times  like  these  which  are  now  passing  over  us,  we  must 
feel  the  obligation  resting  upon  us  all  to  cultivate  kind- 
ness, forbearance,  mutual  candor  in  the  interpretation  of 
each  other's  conduct  and  motives,  a  charity  which  "bear- 
eth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things, 
endureth  all  things." 

When  a  part  of  the  people  of  Israel  were  enslaved  in 
Babylon,  and  amid  the  insults  of  their  profane  conquerors 
who  cried  "Sing  us  one  of  the  songs  of  Zion,"  there 
were,  no  doubt,  many  who  instigated  thoughts  of  hatred 
and  revenge.  But,  by  his  prophet  Jeremiah,  God  said  to 
them,  "Seek  the  peace  of  the  city  whither  I  have  caused 
you  to  be  carried  away  captives,  and  pray  to  the  Lord  for 
it."  If  such  was  their  duty  to  a  foreign  land,  is  it  not 
ours  to  the  country  of  our  birth  and  for  which  our  fathers 
fought  and  died  ?  How  can  we  so  certainly  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  and  the 
West,  as  by  diffusing  the  power  of  that  Gospel  which  is 
the  only  safeguard  of  our  common  rights  and  liberties  ? — 
How    can    we   more  surely  please    our  Heavenly   Father, 

*  While  these  sheets  are  going  to  press,  a  distinguished  General  in 
the  United  States  Army  has  called  to  see  me.  He  is  just  from  Rich- 
mond, and  informs  me  that  he  was  formerly  intimate  with  General  Lee, 
and  has  had  conversations  with  him  in  that  city,  within  a  few  clays,  in 
which  General  Lee  used  these  words  :  "You  know  I  have  never  be- 
lieved in  the  right  of  the  General  Government  to  coerce  a  Sovereign 
State.  But  this  question  has  now  been  settled  by  the  terrible  ordeal 
of  war,  and  settled  forever.  There  is  nothing  left  to  separate  us. 
And  I  sincerely  wish  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  settle  these  unhappy 
differences  and  to  restore  peace,  union,  and  harmony."  I  mention  this 
with  his  permission. 
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than  by  nourishing,  among  ourselves,  the  temper  of  those 
who  are  ''followers  of  Him  as  dear  children?"  How  can 
we  so  nobly  illustrate  the  religion  of  Jesus,  as  by  shewing 
that  it  has  power  to  achieve  a  victory  which  turns  into  con- 
tempt all  the  triumphs  of  warriors  and  heroes, — a  victory 
over  ourselves,  over  our  prejudices  and  passions  ? 

My  brethren,  let  us  enter  into  these  thoughts ;  let  us 
collect  them  ;  and  examining  ourselves  by  them,  let  us 
see  what  are  the  sentiments  of  our  hearts, — whether  they 
are  congenial  with  the  Gospel — in  unison  with  the  Prince 
of  Peace  ?  If  they  are  not,  wo  unto  us  !  Let  us  not  be 
affecting  any  horror  at  the  atrocities  of  war  ;  we  are  nour- 
ishing all  these  atrocities  in  our  own  bosoms.  "Whoso- 
ever hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer."  All  the  rage  and 
cruelty  which  crimson  the  field  of  battle,  we  are,  here,  on 
this  day  of  humiliation,  in  this  sanctuary,  secretly  nur- 
turing in  our  hearts, — thus  wronging  our  souls,  grieving 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and,  unless  we  repent,  exposing  ourselves 
to  the  wrath  of  God  now  and  forever. 

0  my  brethren,  my  dearly  beloved  brethren,  let  not 
these  things  be.  "I  beseech  you,  as  strangers  and  pil- 
grims, abstain  from  fleshly  lusts  which  war  against  the 
soul."  Let  us  imitate  him  who  "when  he  was  reviled, 
reviled  not  again  ;  when  he  suffered,  threatened  not ;  but 
committed  himself  unto  him  that  judgeth  righteously." 
Let  us  hear  that  voice  which,  from  the  top  of  the  cross, 
from  the  midst  of  the  throne,  is  saying  to  us,  "Love  your 
enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that 
hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you, 
and  persecute  you.  That  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven."  Let  us  go  home  resolving  to 
cherish  in  our  own  hearts,  and  to  shed  around  us,  in  the 
church,  in  our  families,  in  the  community,  the  gentle  spir- 
it of  peace  and  love.  "Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath, 
and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil  speaking  be  put  away 
from  you,  with  all  malice  ;  and  be  ye  kind  one  to  another, 
tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God,  for 
Christ's  sake,  hath  forgiven  you." 
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